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 MEDIATION AND FEE CONTRACT

We wish to obtain a New York divorce or separation as simply and as sensibly as possible.  We have read the mediation description, and are willing to make a good faith effort to reach agreement.


We agree to hire Susan B. Collins, Esq., as mediator at an hourly rate of $200.  We agree to pay all resulting mediation fees and costs in the following manner: _______% by the husband and _______% by the Wife.  


We understand that the mediator we hire will not represent either or both of us as an attorney at any time in connection with our divorce.  During the mediation, we agree to disclose fully all aspects of our financial situations and to participate fully in all efforts to arrive at a reasonable and fair settlement of the issues raised by our divorce.  We understand that we may consult our own respective attorneys at any time.  


We agree that all communications in mediation, including all motes, homework, draft agreements and other written material, are completely confidential.  We further agree that neither of us will seek to obtain the testimony of the mediator or the disclosure of the mediator’s file in conjunction with any court proceeding.  


We understand that the mediator is in charge of the mediation, and that she will give each of us equal time as much as possible during the process, whether mediation sessions take place together or separately, and that she will not take sides other than to help guide us to a reasonable and realistic agreement.  We also understand that we are not required to agree to mediate any issue or to reach agreement on any issue.


Unless the parties have paid a retainer prior to the start of the mediation, the parties agree to pay the full cost of each mediation session (usually two hours at $400), and any fees due for any outside communications, at each session.  The parties agree that they will respect the mediator’s time, and discontinue the session after two hours, even if a particular matter or issue is not yet resolved.  Alternately, if the mediator is able to accommodate the parties for a slightly longer period, the mediator may do so at her option, but the parties will pay the additional cost at a rate of $20 for each time increment of 6 minutes or less.  
_______________________________
   __________________________________



Wife






Husband




_______________________________






Mediator
